
PHIL 436/536: Val Plumwood       Dr. McKenna  
T/R 10:00-11:50         SCH 237 
SCH 250C 
 
Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 12:00-1:00. 
 
 
Course Description and Objectives: 
 
Course Goals: 
Goals for the course include: 
--developing critical reading skills 
--developing writing skills 
--developing oral presentation and discussion skills 
--gaining familiarity with the work of Val Plumwood and her work in ecofeminism. 
 
 
Texts: 
Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason 
The Eye of the Crocodile 
 
 
Assignments: 
Readings:  You are responsible for all of the required readings each week.  In addition to these 
readings, you are expected to pursue secondary readings on the course material in support of 
your own interests and the final paper.  
 
Discussion Leadership and Précis:  Each participant will sign up to take special responsibility for 
one day of the course.  Graduate students will do this on their own. Undergraduates will do this 
in pairs.  On that day, you will be especially well-prepared to answer questions about the 
readings and introduce topics for class discussion.  You will also select one of the primary 
readings and write a short précis on that reading.  The précis should summarize the argument of 
the work and discuss it in relation to an organizing interest (connecting it to your paper topic is a 
good idea).  For undergraduate students the précis should be 600-800 words in length.  For 
graduate students the précis should be 800-1000 words in length. The précis will be worth 10% 
of your grade and your time as discussion leader will be worth 10%.  Submit on Canvas. 
 
Reading Questions: Each student will write three reading questions.  You may choose when to 
write these, but you may not write one the same day you are scheduled to be discussion leader.  
At least ONE reading question must be completed by the end of week 4.  They are due to me on 
Canvas at least 24 hours before the class meeting in which we will be discussing that reading.  
These are one-page (single spaced) papers in which you raise a question prompted by the reading 
and then respond and discuss.  These are not to be simple factual questions, but questions of 
implication, interpretation, consistency, and the like.  
 



Paper Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography: In the 7th week, you will submit a prospectus of 
your final paper with two components:  (1) a 2-3 page detailed description of the topic and 
outline of your proposed argument; and (2) an annotated bibliography.  For undergraduate 
students the bibliography must have at least three primary or peer-reviewed secondary texts that 
you intend to consult (in addition to texts assigned for the course).  Each annotation should be 
about 200 words and include a summary of the book or article as well as an indication of its 
relevance for your project.  For graduate students the bibliography must have at least five 
primary or peer-reviewed secondary texts that you intend to consult (in addition to texts assigned 
for the course).  Each annotation should be about 250 words and include a summary of the book 
or article as well as an indication of its relevance for your project.  Your prospectus must receive 
my approval in order for your final term paper to be accepted.  The prospectus will be worth 
10% of your final course grade. 
 
Term Paper: Your term paper is on a topic of your choice.  For undergraduate students the 
paper should be 2500-3000 words.  For graduate students the paper should be 3500-4000 words.  
Papers will focus on materials read for class and secondary sources beyond the course readings.  
Your paper will be worth 40% of your grade.  Final papers are due on Tuesday, June 12th by 
5:00 on Canvas. 
 
Attendance and Participation: Attendance is required.  Class will focus on guided discussions of 
the material so students need to be on time and prepared to participate.  At a minimum this 
means having completed the reading, thought about it, having questions ready, and listening 
actively (rather than just waiting one’s turn to speak or dominating the conversation).  Paper 
presentations will be included here. 
 
Discussion is an important part of any philosophy class.  Each student is expected to be in class, 
be prepared to discuss the material, and pay attention to the discussion.  

A- Exceptional:  To achieve an A the expectations are that the student has perfect 
attendance, he/she is recognized as a leader in discussion and consistently both contributes 
to and brings the conversation to a deeper level, without dominating the discussion to such 
an extent that it inhibits participation by other students. 
B- Very Good.  To achieve a B expectations are that the student will have very good 
attendance (present around 95% of the time).  Takes a very active role in discussion section 
and remarks are consistently helpful and on topic. 
C- Good.  To achieve a C expectations are that the student has good attendance (present 
around 90% of the time).  Participates in discussions, but not consistently. 
D-Poor.  To achieve a D expectations are that the student will miss no more than four 
classes.  Participates in discussions sporadically. 
F-Failing. Has poor attendance and/or is not a positive contributor to discussions. 
 
To calculate grades for “participation” I will weigh all of these factors in a holistic manner 
at the end of the term.  

 
 
 
 



Grading:   
 
Précis            10% 
Discussion Leader         10% 

 Reading Question #1           5% 
 Reading Question #2           5% 
 Reading Question # 3           5% 

Paper Prospectus/bibliography       15% 
 Final paper          40% 
 Participation          10% 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Failure to complete any assignment results in automatic failure of the 
class. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Students who engage in acts of academic dishonesty, which in this class would mean cheating on 
an exam or paper, will receive a failing grade for the assignment and may fail the class. For a full 
description of forms of academic dishonesty, please see: 
https://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct.aspx 
 
 
Schedule: This schedule may be adjusted.  Changes will be announced in class. 
 
April: 
 
(T) 3 Eye of the Crocodile (EOC), Preface and Introduction (vii-viii, 1-6) and Environmental 
Culture (EC), introduction (1-12) 
 
(R) 5 EOC, ch. 1: Meeting the Predator (9-22) 
 
(T) 10 EOC, chs. 2-3: Dry Season (Yegge) in the Stone Country and The Wisdom of the 
Balanced Rock: The Parallel Universe and the Prey Perspective (23-46) 
 
(R) 12 EC, ch. 1: The Ecological Crisis of Reason (13-37) 
 
(T) 17 EC, ch. 2: Rationalism and the Ambiguity of Science (38-61) and “The Politics of 
Reason: Toward a Feminist Logic” (11-37)—on Canvas 
 
(R) 19 EC, ch. 3: The Politics of Ecological Rationality (62-80) 
 
(T) 24 EC, ch. 4: Inequality and Ecological Rationality (81-96) and “Val Plumwood’s 
Philosophical Animism” (93-109)—in Canvas 
 
(R) 26 EC, ch. 5: The Blindspots of Centrism and Human Self-enclosure (97-122) 
 
 

https://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct.aspx


May: 
 
(T) 1 EC, ch. 6: Philosophy, Prudence, and Anthropocentrism (123-142) and EOC ch. 4: A 
Wombat Wake: In Memoriam of Birubi (49-54) 
 
(R) 3 EOC: ch. 5: Babe: The Tale of the Speaking Meat (55-74) 
 
(T) 8 EC ch. 7: The Ethics of Commodification (143-166) 
 
(R) 10 EOC ch. 6: Animals and Ecology: Toward a Better Unification (77-90) 
 
(T) 15 EC, ch. 8: Toward a Dialogical Interspecies Ethics (167-195) Prospectus due--grads 
 
(R) 17 EOC ch. 7: Tasteless: Toward a Food-based Approach to Death (91-96) Prospectus due--
undergrads 
 
(T) 22 EC, Ch. 9: Unity Solidarity and Deep Ecology (196-217) 
 
(R) 24 EC, ch. 10: Towards a Materialist Spirituality of Place and Conclusion (218-240) 
 
(T) 29 Present papers 
 
(R) 31 Present papers 
 
June: 
 
(T) 5 Present papers 
 
(R) 7 Present papers 
 
Finals: Paper due Tuesday June 12th by 5:00. 
 
The University of Oregon is working to create inclusive learning environments.  Please notify me 
if there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in disability-related 
barriers to your participation. You are also encouraged to contact the Accessible Education 
Center (formerly Disability Services) in 164 Oregon Hall at 541-346-1155 or 
uoaec@uoregon.edu . 
 


